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See us on Facebook 

BCOS Meeting and Program 
Thursday, November 21, 2024 

Regular Meeting 7:30pm 

Churchville Nature Center 

501 Churchville Lane 

Churchville, PA 18966 

Show Table Setup-7:00 p.m. 

Program: A. E. Chadwick - 
Large Flowered Cattleya Species      

Art holds a BS in Electrical 

Engineering from North 

Carolina State and an MBA 

from James Madison Uni-

versity. He founded Chad-

wick & Son Orchids Inc in 

1989 with his father who 

had been growing orchids 

since 1943. 
 
‘The Classic Cattleyas’ is widely considered to be the 

definitive book on large-flowered Cattleya species and 

was written by Art and his father. Martha Stewart favora-

bly reviewed the now sold-out book and had both Chad-

wicks on her TV Show. A 2nd edition has since been re-

leased.  
 
Art has the distinction of naming Cattleya hybrids after 

the wives of the last six U.S. Presidents and personally 

presenting the flowers to most of the honored recipients. 

He has spoken at two World Orchid Conferences - France 

2005, Ecuador 2017 and his popular orchid advice col-

umn appeared each month in many newspapers around 

the country for 20 years.  
 
Chadwicks operates 11 greenhouses in rural Powhatan 

County, two retail stores in Richmond, and boards over 

13,000 orchids for local clients. The company was recent-

ly featured in Southern Living magazine, The New York 

Times, the Washington Post, CBS Sunday Morning, and 

O Magazine.  
  
Art will be  bringing orchids for sale.. There will be a 

show table so bring your blooming orchids. 

Top 4 Bloom Boosting 

Techniques for Orchids 

Orchids, like most blooming plants, bloom in seasons. The 

best way to ensure that your orchid will bloom again after 

its first blossoms fall off is by taking proper care of the 

plant during its dormant non-blooming season. By taking 

the proper measures at the end of one blooming cycle, you 

can set the stage for the next set of showy blossoms and 

ensure that your orchid blooms again and again every year. 

Each orchid species has a natural blooming season. In most 

orchids, including the highly popular Phalaenopsis orchid, 

the growth period during which new leaves emerge begins 

during the summer months. By autumn, spikes and flower 

buds begin to appear, and the plant will normally bloom 

around late autumn, with the blooming period typically 

ending around the end of winter or early weeks of spring. 

Although many commercial growers force plants to bloom 

out of season so they can sell flowering orchids all year 

round, once your orchid is living at home, you cannot ex-

pect it to bloom all year round, as it will naturally revert 

back to its natural blooming cycle. Most species bloom 

once a year, with blooms lasting up to several months. 

Once the flowers begin to drop off, a few more blossoms 

might appear on the same spike, but this does not always 

happen. The period of dormancy or non-blooming in most 

orchids typically lasts about 6 to 9 months, and if your or-

chid is properly cared for with all of its essential needs met, 

it will naturally bloom again on its own. 
 
To make sure that your orchid is happy and healthy enough 

to re-bloom each year, take the following steps to ensure 

optimal blooming conditions: 
 
1) Delay Repotting Until After Your Orchid Finishes 

Blooming 
 
While it may be tempting to repot your orchid in fresh mix 

when you first buy it, it’s really not recommended as it can 

cause the bloom to drop prematurely. Once the last bloom 

drops is usually the best time to repot your orchid as that is 

when most orchids begin their active growth phase putting 

on new roots and leaves in preparation for the next bloom. 

Make sure you cut dead roots off with a steri-

lized scalpel when re-potting. Sterilize your scalpel before 

using it by soaking it for 10 minutes in a Physan 20 solu-

tion 
 
Continued on page 3 

https://www.facebook.com/Bucks-County-Orchid-Society-1013991108610924/timeline/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bucks-County-Orchid-Society/1013991108610924
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SHOWTABLE AWARDS - October, 2024 

Dendrobium Chocolate Chip  

Phalaenopsis No ID  

 Phalaenopsis  No ID  

  

Vanda No ID  

Windowsill Growers   

 Genus Species Clone Grower 

Cattleya    
1st  Rhyncholaeliocattleya   C. Katherine Clarkson x     Sandy Kern 

     Rlc Suncoast Sunspots    

2nd  Cattleya   Leoddiglossa x Little Leopard     Viktoriya Zaliska 

     

Classic Cattleya    
1st  Cattleya   Kathryn's Legacy     David Carrick 

3rd  Brassocattleya   Sunset Glory     Unknown 

     

Dendrobium    
2nd  Dendrobium   Airy Pink Splash     Unknown 

3rd  Dendrobium   Woo Leng Blue     Deborah Shull 

3rd  Dendrobium   Aridang Blue Angel   NN  Deborah Shull 

     

Oncidium    

1st  Oncidium   cheirophorum     Carl  Gustafson 

2nd  Miltassia   Estrelita   Sweet Senoriat  David Carrick 

     

Open    
1st  Bulbophyllum   Elizabeth Ann   Buckleberry  Jean Norton 

     

Phalaenopsis    
1st  Phalaenopsis   Yapoon Dragon     David Carrick 

     

Species    

1st  Brassavola   nodosa     Lara Ginzburg 

2nd  Oeceoclades   maculata     Deborah Shull 

 C. Katherine Clarkson x  

   Rlc Suncoast Sunspots  

C. Kathryn's Legacy  

Phal. Yapoon Dragon  

Onc.  cheirophorum  
 Brassavola   nodosa  

C. Kathryn's Legacy  

Bulb. Elizabeth Ann  
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 EDITOR’S NOTE – Contributions to 

the newsletter will be greatly appreciat-

ed. Please submit relevant news, pho-

tos, awards or information relating to the 

Society, its members, the care and culture of orchids 

to the Editor at kaplsr@comcast.net  Also submit 

orchids and orchid related items for sale. Please 

submit your copy by the first day of the month.  

The Bucks County Orchid Society 

 

OFFICERS 

Sandy Kern  Jean Norton 

President  Vice President  

 

Chuck Keiser  Open 

Treasurer  Secretary 

———————————————————— 

 

Richard Kaplinski Carl Gustafson 

Newsletter Editor Awards Coordinator 

___________________________ 

 

Meetings are held 7:30 pm on the third Thurs-

day of each month (except July and August) 

at the Churchville Nature Center, 501 Church-

ville Lane, Churchville, PA 18966 

 

Other Societies and Vendors: 

A  list of  other societies and vendors is now exclu-

sively available on the BCOS  website. 

http://041d544.netsolhost.com/WordPress/library/

other-orchid-groups/ for other societies and 

http://041d544.netsolhost.com/WordPress/library/

local-vendors/  for vendors. 

 

 

Bloom Boosting  continued from page 1 

Choose an orchid pot to provide ample water drainage, 

but make sure it’s not much bigger than the actual roots 

of the plant. Orchids don’t need a big pot to grow in, in 

fact what they really need is to feel snug in the pot and 

be able to get physical stability by wrapping their roots 

around the inside of the pot. Your new pot should be no 

more than 1 inch bigger than the pot it came out of. Use 

a specialized potting medium for orchids to provide the 

proper growing environment for this epyphyte or “air 

plant,” as orchids do not grow in regular soil.  
 
2) Trim Dead Spikes 
 
It is important to make sure that your orchid truly re-

generates during its dormant period, and you can help 

take stress off the plant by removing old, dead spikes 

once flowers fall off to help the plant retain more of its 

nutrients and energy. Use tools that have been sterilized 

in a Physan 20 solution to trim each spike to about one 

inch above the lowest node on the stem. Any dead 

stems should also be trimmed away. Always cut spikes 

and roots diagonally to encourage growth. 
 
3) Provide Sufficient Humidity 
 
While orchids need lots of humidity, they only need to 

be watered about once a week or every 5-12 days, be-

cause as epiphytes, they prefer to absorb humidity from 

the air. A great way to provide the required humidity 

for your orchid is to mist the plant periodically. Orchids 

also love to live in large groups or clusters of several 

orchids so that together they can create their own little 

ecosystem. Using a humidity tray underneath your or-

chids will ensure that they have ample humidity without 

risk of leaving the roots in standing water, which can be 

dreadfully harmful to orchids. When you do water you 

orchid, make sure all water drains out of the bottom of 

the pot, and the potting medium dries on top between 

each watering. 
 
4) Reduce Ambient Temperatures Slightly When 

Night Falls 
 
Because orchids bloom according to natural seasons, 

they will typically respond to changes in ambient tem-

perature. When they sense that temperatures are cooling 

down in the evening, toward late fall, they begin their 

blooming cycle. To encourage this, move your orchid to 

an environment where nighttime temperatures naturally 

drop a bit. Placing the plant on a windowsill may ac-

complish this, or consider turning down the heat in your 

home in the evening during winter months. 

 

Re-printed with permission from repotme.com.  Visit 

their website for orchid supplies at https://

www.repotme.com 

mailto:kaplsr@comcast.net
http://041d544.netsolhost.com/WordPress/library/other-orchid-groups/
http://041d544.netsolhost.com/WordPress/library/other-orchid-groups/
http://041d544.netsolhost.com/WordPress/library/local-vendors/
http://041d544.netsolhost.com/WordPress/library/local-vendors/
https://www.repotme.com
https://www.repotme.com

