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  BCOS Meeting and Program 

November 17, 2016 

            Churchville Nature Center 
      501 Churchville Lane 

       Churchville, PA 18966 
    Show Table Setup-7:00 p.m. 
          Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

                 AUCTION UPDATE 

Last month’s BCOS orchid auction was very 
successful.  President Sandy Kern expressed her 
appreciation to “EVERYONE who donated 
plants, who worked to label and set up before the 
auction, people who worked during the auction, 
people who shopped at the auction, and people 
who did all the behind the scenes paperwork. We 
made a net profit of around $1,000. This money 
will be used to support not only orchid conserva-
tion worldwide, but also our American Orchid 
Society. Our members will also benefit through-
out the year by learning from our knowledgeable 
speakers, and the comradery of our members as 
we meet every Thursday on the 3rd Thursday at 
the Churchville Nature Center. “ 
 

 Special thanks to all of the members who donat-
ed their plants for auction and those who worked 
the night of the auction, with a special thanks to 
our auctioneers , Alan Block, Andy Braun and 
David Carrick, who also collected photos of the 
auctioned plants and distributed them to the 
membership; to Mitch Paroly, and Gary Dunbar 
who moved the plants to boxes; and to Chuck 
Keiser and Jean Norton who did a fantastic job 
keeping track of the winners and collecting pay-
ment.  Thanks to all the people who brought 
food for the refreshment table. 

Program: The Five Keys to 
 Stunning Orchid Photographs 
 

Our speaker this month is profes-
sional photographer, Paul Donohoe.  
He has been making photographs 
since the 1950's. What has always 
attracted Donohoe to photography, 
other than the ability to capture 
people, events and nature at a par-
ticular point in time, is that it is a 
technical art. Besides needing to be 
creative and be able to visualize compositions that are 
interesting, a photographer must understand the technical 
aspects of the tools being used. Exposure, lighting, film 
speed (ISO settings in the digital world), and computer 
manipulation all require technical mastery.  
 

Donohoe has studied photography with Nancy Ori, who 
taught at Ansel Adams workshops, and with Chip 
Forelli, a noted commercial and fine art photographer. 
 

Donohoe has been  specializing in photos of orchids (he 
calls them  Orchid Portraits), animals, landscapes and 
seascapes, architecture, and choral concert performances. 
Many of his works are available for purchase as prints, 
with or without matting and framing , He recently has 
been working on a project to photograph the entire or-
chid collection at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden- more 
than 6,000 different plants!.  For a more complete show-
case of his works, go to Donohoe’s  Orchid Portraits 
website at: http://www.orchidportraitsonline.com. 
 

Come join us for a most informative presentation that 
will appeal to both the person who wants to make a rec-
ord of their own orchids and more serious photographers.             

Some of the 150+ plants auctioned 
off at last month’s BCOS auction. 

Members who wish to sell orchids are invited to 

do so this month.  Please bring them at the Show 

Table setup time.  Sandy Kern will be bringing 

several plants in bloom $10- $12 

http://www.buckscountyorchidsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/Bucks-County-Orchid-Society-1013991108610924/timeline/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bucks-County-Orchid-Society/1013991108610924
http://www.orchidportraitsonline.com.


Page - 2-         BCOS Newsletter                                                      Nov., 2016   Vol. 16 No. 9 

 

  

 

Reprinted from the November 

2016 Manhattan Orchid Society 

Newsletter. 

 



Page - 3-         BCOS Newsletter                                                      Nov., 2016   Vol. 16 No. 9 

 

SOCIETY NOTES 
Hospitality Table 
The Society is in need of 2 or 3 people to assume coordi-
nation of refreshments for the Hospitality Table..  Please 
contact Allen Applebaum at  sirapples@aol.com to vol-
unteer. 
 
Plant Clinic:  
You are encouraged to bring in that sick plant for evalua-
tion by the expert orchid growers in our Society. Please, 
bring the needy plant in a closed plastic bag and we will 
try to advise you on bringing it back to good health.  
 
Show Table Judging Rules: 
See the website for information on submitting plants for 
the show table,  www.buckscountyorchidsociety.org/
showtables/STRules.htm   BCOS recognizes and awards 
the growing and flowering of plants. Keeping this in 
mind, members are asked to please remember that any-
thing brought to the show table for judging, should have 
been in their care for at least 90 days. Bring an orchid to 
the show table or refreshments and get a free raffle ticket 
for that night’s raffle. 
 
Officers, Other Societies and Vendors: 
The  list of officers, other societies and vendors is now 
exclusively available on the BCOS  website. 
www.buckscountyorchidsociety.org/About.htm for  of-
ficers and www.buckscountyorchidsociety.org/
Links.htm for other societies and vendors. 
 
Library: 
Contact Allen Applebaum at sirapples@aol.com to bor-
row any item in the BCOS Library (See the Society’s 
website  for a list of books, equipment and videos.) 

 EDITOR’S NOTE – Contributions to 
the newsletter will be greatly appreciat-
ed. Please submit relevant news, pho-
tos, awards or information relating to the 

Society, its members, the care and culture of or-
chids to the Editor at kaplsr@comcast.net.  I am 
also looking for your favorite tip on growing orchids, 
for the  feature, Orchid Tip of the Month. Please 
submit your copy by the first day of the month.  

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
 
 
Dec. 15, 2016 BCOS Holiday  Cookies and  
Culture Meeting 
Churchville Nature Center, Churchville, PA 
 
 

Orchid Tip of the Month 

Judging Illegal Paph Plants1 

From the American Orchid Society website
 

The AOS Trustees have accepted the position of the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that 
it is not the responsibility of the AOS to enforce 
USFWS regulations; hence, our judges may judge 
plants presented to them without seeking documenta-
tion. However, this does not absolve exhibitors of the 
responsibility of following current restrictions, having 
appropriate documentation for their plants or obeying 
the law. The AOS does not promote or condone the 
illegal importation of plants or the importation of 
plants on protected lists.  
 

Paphiopedilum gigantifolium2 and its hybrids — 
they are considered legal ONLY if they can be con-
nected to a receipt from Piping Rock Orchids. 
 

Paphiopedilum hangianum is simple — NO hybrids 
are legal and the only species plants that are legal 
were brought into this country in July of 2011. They 
were mature plants. 
 

Paphiopedilum vietnamense and helenae — all are 
considered legal. 
 

Paphiopedilum wenshanense are considered legal 
because they entered the country during a period 
where they were considered to be x Paph. conco-
bellatulum 
 

ALL other Paphiopedilum species described after 
1990 are not in legal cultivation.  For more infor-
mation see the CITES website 
 
1. Cultivars of species released into cultivation by Hengduan Biotech 
(Holger Perner) from South China and hybrids between these species 
and other pre-ban species of Paphiopedilum may be AOS judged. To 
complete processing of the awards, exhibitors will be required to provide 
proof suitable to the AOS that such plants are traceable to legally re-
leased material. Such proof must include a copy of the CITES document 
issued to Hengduan Biotech under which the plants were entered into the 
country in which the exhibitor resides AND a copy of the receipt of sale 
transferring said plants from Hengduan Biotech to the exhibitor. If the 
exhibitor has purchased plants from third parties, a complete chain of 
receipts will be required in order to complete award processing. 
 
2. Cultivars of Paphiopedilum gigantifolium and hybrids between this 
species and other Paphiopedilum species and hybrids legally in cultiva-
tion may be AOS judged only if the cultivar can be traced directly to 
plants sold by Piping Rock Orchids. To complete processing of the 
award, the exhibitor will be required to furnish a copy of the receipt 
from Piping Rock indicating purchase of the plants and a copy of Piping 
Rock's EXPORT CITES list on which Paph. gigantifolium is listed. If 
plants were purchased from sources other than Piping Rock directly, for 
the award to be processed, a complete chain of sales receipts must be 
provided that trace the cultivar awarded from the exhibitor to a plant 
originally sold by Piping Rock. . 

WEBMASTER NEEDED 

The Society is in need of a person or persons to man-
age and maintain our website.  If interested, please 
contact the President, Sandy Kern. 
skern0713@aol.com 
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